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All,

Welcome to our last Alice e-newsletter of 2007. Good luck in getting your
finals together (for those of you in college), and may you all have gentle
weather (for those of you being pounded by snowstorms).

Alice 3.0 update

I have asked Wanda to provide an update on Alice 3.0 and on the Alice
development team. Here is her report:

"The Alice Team

As you may be aware, the Alice Project has a long-standing status as a
multi-university collaboration between faculty, staff, and students. The team
has recently reorganized, prompted by two major events:

1) After receiving her doctorate at Carnegie Mellon (working with Randy
Pausch), Caitlin is now Assistant Professor of Computer Science at
Washington University in St. Louis. Caitlin is setting up an HCI
research team at Wash U to carry forth with her strong interest in novice
programming environments. The Alice team looks forward to a strong
collaborative relationship with the Wash U research team.

2) Randy Pausch has stepped into an Emeritus position, due to his fight
with pancreatic cancer. Wanda Dann, an active member of the Alice
team for the last decade, has assumed leadership of the team. She is
currently transitioning into a faculty position at Carnegie Mellon
University from Associate Professor of Computer Science at Ithaca
College. Dennis Cosgrove, who has worked with the Alice system since
its beginnings in the early 1990°s when it was a rapid prototyping tool
for constructing virtual environments, is continuing as the Research
Scientist. Wanda and Dennis are key players in keeping the Alice team
on track with Alice 3.0 (see update below).



New www.alice.org Site
Structure

Thanks to the hard work of Gabe Yu and
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labs, assignments, The Alice team has received many emails asking, “When is Alice 3.0 going to
exams, solutions, be released?” We are pleased to announce that the development process is
etc.) going very well and we are on target for launching an “alpha-test” in the Fall
’08 semester. The alpha-test will take place in classrooms at CMU and Ithaca
alice.org College, only. Beta testing is planned for a limited number of schools in Spring
Download Alice, ’09. Schools wishing to be beta test sites must agree to provide “bug-catching
Alice community TAs” who will work in the classrooms/labs with faculty and students and
promptly report any bugs to the Alice team."
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visualization.sju.edu
The Center for

Visualization Alice as a Recruiting Tool

website. Archive of

past newsletters; ) ) _ o
listing of grants; Phyllis Telford, from Texas A&M University - Corpus Christi, reports:

useful information

for users "We used Alice as a recruiting tool this past Saturday.

TAMUCC has what they call "Island Days" when high school students
and their parents come visit the campus for a day to check out the
programs, facilities, etc. The people who are in charge of

planning these shindigs asked if we'd be interested in doing some
hands-on demo. Of course, we jumped on it! We had a lab set up
with 30 computers and guest accounts. The demo went on for 90
minutes. | lost count, but I'd guestimate somewhere between 50 and
60 people came to the lab - and it was is a different building than
the rest of the activities! My two assistants and | ran our feet

off, trying to make sure everyone got started using Alice and
answering any questions that came up. Two things really got my
attention: First, the parents had as much or more fun than their
children! We even had some 8- and 9-year-olds doing some fairly
impressive stuff. Second, a large percentage of the participants
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Contact Us

- Recommend
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Share your
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corrections or
omissions

Barbara Conover
Project Manager
Center for Visualization
Saint Josephd
University

5600 City Avenue
Philadelphia, PA

19131

Tel/Fax 610-660-3026
Skype:
bconoveralice

E:bconover@sju.edu

kept calling us over to "See what I've done!!" On my way back to
my office, | ran into a faculty member from another department. He
said, "Your Alice demo sounds like it was quite successful. | kept
hearing people say, "You should go check out the cool lab where you
can make your own animated movie!' " It was an amazing day.

Anyway, thought you'd like to hear what a hit Alice was for Island

Day." Y “’V/g%)
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An Interesting Use of Alice Worlds

John Dougherty, from Haverford College, reports:
"Just a quick note that some of the work done by my students and me
using Alice in my csO course will be in the faculty/student part of a
gallery exhibit at Haverford, links below -- the exhibit reviews the
intersection of visualization and science, so | contributed Alice
virtual worlds as way to help students envision concepts in computing.
There will be snapshots and animations as part of the exhibition,
opening FRI Nov 2, 2007" J.D.
John P. Dougherty, Computer Science,
Haverford College

www.cs.haverford.edu |
610.896.4993 voice | 610.896.4904 fax

New Cantor Fitzgerald Exhibit Explores
Intersection of Art and Science
http://www.haverford.edu/news/stories/1851/51

Imaging in Science Faculty Seminar
http://www.haverford.edu/KINSC/
HHMI/program/imaging_workshop.html

A Request for Alice On-Line Materials

We recently received the following request for information about on-line Alice
courses. Please reply to Brian directly if you can help!

"My school wants me to create more online courses for students to take
over the summer. Do you know if anyone has an online course in Alice
on the high school level? Thanks."

Brian Scarbeau

brian.scarbeau@gmail.com

http://sws.lhps.org website  http://geekswithblogs.com/bscarbeau blog

Alice Newsletter — December 2007

Page 3


http://www.cs.haverford.edu/
http://www.haverford.edu/KINSC/
http://sws.lhps.org/
http://geekswithblogs.com/bscarbeau

A Request for Alice Advertising Material

We recently received the following request. Please reply directly to Stephen,

and please cc us if you'd be willing to have us place your materials onto

www.aliceprogramming.net.
"My name is Stephen Kubricki. | am the academic enhancement
coordinator at All Saints Catholic School in Manahawkin, NJ. | have
read about the Alice project and | am interested in running an
academic enhancement after school program for middle school girls
(maybe boys too) that utilize Alice. | was wondering if you had any
example work that I could use to motivate students to sign up. I will
have sign-ups right before Christmas and then again right after the new
year. | would like to go into the classroom and show the students what
they can be accomplished. Any other advice or help that you could
provide would be appreciated.
Thanks"

Stephen Kubricki
All Saints VVolunteer Academic Enhancement Coordinator
kubricki@verizon.net

Math, Anyone?

5 5 Eugene Lemon, from Ralph J. Bunche High School, in
10 4 Oakland, CA, would like to hear from anyone who is
using Alice as a learning tool for Mathematics classes.
If you can help Eugene, please contact him directly at
elemon@pacbell.net. If you would like us to share your
ideas, please copy bconover@sju.edu, as well.

Alice & Media Computation Workshops in
Summer 2008

Call for Summer Workshops Pre-Registration!

'&;/?i
CIRCUS CIRCUS. . . . . .
—&ng— There are still spaces available for our summer Alice & Media Computation
workshops to be held summer 2008. Get your reservation in to us soon.

3% REGAL SUN
3 RESORT

 Esperience the Regal Sun Resort 3 We will be running a beginner and an advanced track for each of Alice and
in the Walt Dismey World Resort NG Media Computation. (Please note that we expect you to be comfortable with
programming in Java, as the Media Computation part of this workshop will
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involve the programming in Java using the special Media Computation
libraries.) The presenters will be Steve Cooper, Wanda Dann, and Don

Slater for the Alice materials and Steve Cooper and Barb Ericson for the Media
Computation materials.

The Las Vegas workshop will be held at the Circus Circus Hotel
(http://www.circuscircus.com/) on the Las Vegas strip on July 27-30. This
hotel has an amusement park and a circus for those of you who might be
bringing family members. The Orlando workshop will be held on August 10-13
at the Regal Sun Hotel (http://www.regalsunresort.com/index.asp). This is a
"Disney affiliated™ hotel, located in downtown Disney (a great nightspot with
lots of great restaurants, shopping and evening entertainment), and provides
free shuttle service to all Disney attractions.

We will be announcing these workshops to the larger computer science
education community in February. But, if you or a colleague is interested in
attending, please contact Barb Conover as soon as possible to reserve a place.
Space will be capped at 44 teachers per workshop. **Please note** we will be
requesting a refundable $500 deposit in March to confirm your reservation.
We have nontention of cashing your checksnd will give you back your
Stephen C. Cooper, PhD checks upon successful completion of the entire four-day workshop. (We are
Associate Professor sorry to be tough about this, but fear that a free room and food at a popular

Director, ! . . . ; .
Center for Visualization tourist attraction might otherwise be too much of a distraction for some.)

Saint Josepho
scooper@sju.edu Please contact Barbara Conover (bconover@sju.edu) to answer your

questions about registering for one of these exciting workshops.

Did you return your survey?

Wanda P. Dann, PhD

Visiting Professor, (N It’s Survey Time!!!

Human Interaction \ ) . .

Institute \ Once again, we are asking our educators to
Carnegie Mellon . 8 0“ 1. respond to our short survey. We are trying to
University ’ assess what schools are using or planning to use
ﬁisaocgaéilrergéessor GET Alice, and see the varied ways Alice is being
wpdann@andrew.cmu 0 L included in courses. Wethsent out our survey to
.edu you all on November 277,

Have you returned your survey If not, please
check your email and take a few moments to tell us about how you
are using Alice and return the completed email to Barb Conover
(bconover@sju.edu). We will share our results with you in an upcoming
newsletter.

Regards,
Wanda and Steve
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